
Pastora Pavon, the Last of the Great Flamenco Singers 
 
A story by Cynthia Gooding 

 
Cynthia Gooding was one of the most popular 

and influential folksingers of the 1950s, a 

statuesque woman with a gorgeous voice and a 

unique repertoire of songs from many parts of 

the world. She was one of Elektra Records’ 

defining stars, along with Josh White, her 

sometime duet partner Theo Bikel, Oscar 

Brand, Bob Gibson, and Ed McCurdy. 

 

By the 1960s, the music business was 

changing. The Kingston Trio had reached the 

top of the pop charts and spawned hundreds of 

collegiate folk groups, most of them barely 

competent on their instruments and recycling 

the same tiny repertoire of songs. Gooding had 

no interest in competing with this flock of 

commercially-oriented amateurs, so turned her interests in other directions. Her daughter 

Leyla recalls: 

 

“In 1962, my mother wanted to get out of the business. I guess the only way she thought she 

could do that was to move far away, so we moved to Seville, Spain. She said she wanted to 

write a biography of a famous singer, Pastora Pavon, known as La Niña de los Peines. When 

she finally tracked down La Niña, it turned out that La Niña didn’t want her biography 

written. Mom spent the next two years doing what she loved: collecting music, this time 

flamenco. She considered it the blues 

of Spain, sung by gypsies, who were 

outcasts at the time.” 

 

Gooding returned to the U.S., hosted a 

popular folk music radio show in New 

York, and continued to be a presence 

on the folk scene. She also turned her 

attention to writing, producing dozens 

of short stories and articles, though few 

were ever published. 

 

This is her story of the attempt to write 

Pavon’s biography, as she typed and 

corrected it in the early 1960s. 
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